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Manchester's role in the history of computing is not widely recognised. I spent several years working in Manchester 
Computing and I studied where the first programmable computer was built (by Kilburn, whom the building was later 
named after). One of my colleagues at Manchester Computing (MCC) was the person who was first to build and 
distribute a GNU/Linux distribution (combining both GNU and Linux) and yesterday I met and spoke to one of the 
earlier PC distributors from across the road (supplier for Manchester Computing). Right here at the centre of 
Manchester a lot of the early milestones of computing took place (Turing also), but Manchester became better known 
for the splitting of atoms, the football teams, famous bands like Oasis, and the industrial revolution. A few days ago 
Rianne and I visited the local museum which demonstrates the industrial revolution (photo above from this album [2]); 
what we really need here, however, are more museums documenting Manchester's role in modern computing. This city 
deserves more credit. ?
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