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Is KDE dying? This question, or variants of it, have been asked with increasing frequency in the two weeks since 
Jonathan Riddell announced that, after the next release, Canonical would no longer pay him for his work on Kubuntu, 
the KDE version of Ubuntu.

But is the question valid? Or simply unsupported panic?

The issue was raised as soon as Riddell's news reached Slashdot. One thread in the comments about the announcement 
was entitled, "Beginning of the end for KDE?" The first post in the thread suggested that KDE will "continue to be 
developed for years to come but without major backing it'll probably fade away like a lot of projects do. It's a shame, I 
feel KDE had much more to offer than Gnome but long term there could be only one winner and all the major players 
picked Gnome."

More recently, the submitter of a Slashdot link about the design plans for GNOME 3's core applications commented 
that "for now, I'm sticking to the sinking ship of KDE in the Ubuntu ocean."
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