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In this introductory article, Jon Watson provides an easy guide to installing the new Open Office source on non-rpm 
Linux systems. The emphasis is on the use of alien to help convert rpm packages for quick installation to the latest 
Debian releases.

While the recent release of OpenOffice.org 2.0 (OOo) was eagerly anticipated by the open source community, it has 
been received with some chagrin. The OOo group released 2.0 in rpm format only. Needless to say, this has some non-
rpm GNU/Linux users up in arms. What if you're a poor user like me who needs a non-rpm install? Will I ever get to 
run OOo 2.0?
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